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IB   MISSION   STATEMENT

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

IB  Learners Strive To Be:

· Inquirers


*
Open – minded

· Knowledgeable

*
Caring

· Thinkers


*
Risk – takers

· Communicators

*
Balanced

· Principled


*
Reflective

The Aims of IB A1 English

The aims of the Language A1 programme are to:

· Encourage an appreciation of Literature and an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism

· Develop  the students’ powers of expression both in oral and written communication

· Introduce students to a variety of literary works

· Broaden students’ world perspective

· Introduce students to the multiple ways of approaching the study of Literature

· Develop students’ ability to analyse written texts

· Promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, Literature.

Summary of Objectives for HL/SL IB English

Having followed the Language A1 programme s
tudents will be expected to demonstrate:

· An ability to engage in independent literary criticism in a manner which reveals a personal response to literature (HL)

· An ability to approach works in an independent manner which reveals a personal response to literature (SL)

· An ability to express ideas with clarity and precision in both written and oral communication (HL/SL)

· A command of the language appropriate for the study of literature (HL/SL)

· A sound approach to literature through consideration of the works studied (HL/SL)

· A thorough knowledge both of the individual works studied and of the relationship between groups of works studied (HL/SL)

· An appreciation of the similarities and differences between literary works from different ages and/or cultures (HL/SL)

· An ability to engage in independent textual commentary both seen and unseen (HL)

· An ability to comment on the language in both familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing (SL)

· A wide-ranging appreciation of structure, techniques and style as employed by authors, and of their effects on the reader (HL)

· An awareness of the effects of structure, technique and style as employed by authors (SL)

· An ability to structure and support arguments in a logical, sustained and persuasive way, and to support them with precise and relevant examples (HL/SL).
COURSE CONTENT

The IB A1 English course consists of four separate study units, totalling 15 texts at Higher Level and 11 texts at Standard Level. Texts are grouped according to IB syllabus requirements and cover thematic issues, literary and historical periods, World Literature texts and the three genres of poetry, prose and drama. In three of the four units texts are selected from prescribed IBO lists. 

The course lasts two years, so the syllabus is a two-year document with four distinct parts. Two of these parts are taught in Year 12 and the remaining two in Year 13.

Students must retain information taught over the course of the two-year study.

WORLD LITERATURE: PART 1: 3 WORKS

· For Higher Level and Standard Level students Part 1 is all World Literature
· Three World Literature works will be studied as a group
· Each work will be chosen from the IB World Literature List (PWL)
· All works will be linked by one or more aspects such as culture, genre, theme, period, style, type of literary study, methodology.
· Each work must have been written in a language different from the Language A1 studied.
· Each work must be by a different author.
ST. EDWARD’S SELECTION OF WORKS FOR PART 1
NB All books are for HL and SL groups unless specified otherwise
TITLE       
AUTHOR
    CULTURE
   
       GENRE                    DATE

Medea

Euripides
               Greek

             Drama/Tragedy
         431 BC

Death and 

The Maiden       Dorfman                Chilean                          Drama


1990

A Doll’s House    Ibsen

      Norwegian

        Drama


1879

Themes covered in the plays:

Medea:  Passion and Rage: Revenge: Greatness and Pride: The position of Women: Exile: The Other: Cleverness: Manipulation.

Death and The Maiden: Atonement and Forgiveness: Death and The Maiden: Doubt and Ambiguity: Freedom: Justice and Injustice: Memory and Reminiscence: Morality and Ethics.

A Doll’s House: Appearance vs Reality: Betrayal: Growth and Development: Honour: Identity and the Search for Self: Pride: Sexism: Relationships: Deception.
At St Edward’s College, Part 1 will be taught in Year12. The teacher responsible will be Mr Engwall
ASSESSMENT FOR PART 1: WORLD LITERATURE (HL/SL)

· World Literature Assignment 

(HL 20% for TWO essays) (SL 20% for ONE essay)

_  Comparative study of at least TWO Part 1 works.

_  1000 – 1500 words in length

_  Written  and submitted in Year 12.

PART 11: DETAILED STUDY

· Four Language A1 works are studied in detail.

· These must come from the Prescribed Book List (PBL)

· The works chosen must cover a mixture of genre including:

· A Shakespeare play

· A set of poems

· A work of fiction

· A work of non-fiction
· Another option given is to study two Shakespeare plays and two other genres: this is the option we will go for at St Edward’s.

· Standard Level students study only TWO works in this part.

ST  EDWARD’S  SELECTION  OF  WORKS  FOR  PART 11

NB All books are for HL and SL groups unless specified otherwise
Title



Author


Culture

Genre


Date

Romeo & Juliet (HL) 
Shakespeare                     English                   Play/Tragedy

1590s (early)

Much Ado About
        Shakespeare


English

 Play/Comedy

1598/1599

Nothing

Pride & Prejudice(HL)Austen


English

Novel of Manners

1813

 Selected Poems          
Heaney


Irish


Poetry


1966-1987

Complete Poems
 
Keats



English

Poetry


1795-1821

Themes covered in the chosen works:

Romeo and Juliet: Tragedy, Passion vs Reason, Stereotyping, Predestination and Free Will, Lust and Love 

Much Ado About Nothing: Nothingness: Noting: Gender: Illusion vs Reality: Love: Jealousy and Honour: Slander: Infidelity: Nostalgia: Nature.

Pride and Prejudice: Pride: Prejudice: Family: Women and Marriage: Class: Individual and Society: Virtue: Love: Reputation: Courtship: Vanity: Manners.

Poetry/Keats:  Keats was very consistent in his use of themes, which revolve around the two main issues of pleasure/appetite and pain/loss, i.e. the fundamental experiences of being mortal, and their relationship to art. These two issues can be broken down as follows: Consuming: Farewells: Transience: Excess: Immortality: Dreams: Watching: Metamorphosis. Many conflicts appear in Keats’s poetry such as

· Transient sensation or passion / enduring art

· Dream or vision / reality

· Joy / melancholy

· The ideal / the real

· Mortal / immortal

· Life / death

· Separation / connection

· Being immersed in passion / desiring to escape passion.

Poetry/Heaney: Writing and Language: Religion: Politics: History – Personal: History – Irish:

Irish Landscapes and Traditions: Loss of Innocence: Human Cruelty.

At St. Edward’s College, Part 11 will be taught by the following teachers: Mr Thomas, Miss Tabone and Miss McQuiggan
ASSESSMENT  FOR   PART 11  DETAILED STUDY (HL/SL)
· The Individual Oral Commentary assesses Part 11 (15%)

· This is a 15 minute recorded oral commentary on a passage from one of the Part 11 works.

· Passages for commentary are selected by the teacher.

· The passage will have guiding questions.

· Students will not know in advance which passage they will be discussing.

· This assessment will take place in Year 13.

PART 111:    GROUPS  OF  WORKS

· Four Works ( Three for SL) – all of the same genre – are taught in Part 111

· Three of the authors chosen must come from the PBL (Two for SL)

· The Fourth (Third for SL) piece must be a piece of World Literature

· The World Literature piece must be from a culture (place) not studied elsewhere in the programme.

· At St. Edward’s, Part 111 will be taught in Year 13.

ST. EDWARD’S SELECTION OF WORKS FOR PART 111

NB All books are for HL and SL groups unless specified otherwise
Title



Author


Culture

Genre


Date

The Awakening (HL)
Kate Chopin

American

Novel



1899

Sula



Toni Morrison

American

Novel



1974

The Color Purple

Alice Walker

American

Novel (Epistolary)
1982

Madame Bovary

Gustave Flaubert

French

Novel



1857

Themes covered in the novels:

The Awakening:  Flesh vs Spirit: Freedom: Sexism: Search for Self: Choices and Consequences: Free Will: Sex: Alienation: Loneliness: Public vs Private Life: Awakening from the Slumber of Patriarchal, Social Convention.

Sula:  Appearance vs Reality: Poverty and Hopelessness: Good vs Evil: Racism: Mothers and Daughters: Love: Identity: Betrayal: Friendship.

The Color Purple:  Sisterhood: Relationships: Culture: Education: Religion: Slavery: Racism and Domesticity: Finding a Role Model: Finding a Voice: Power and Struggle: Transformation: Sexism.

Madame Bovary:  The Search for Self: Passion: Class Consciousness: Adultery: The Inadequacy of Language: Deception: Escapism: Women’s Lack of Power and Influence: The failures of the Bourgeoisie.

Part 111 will be taught by Miss McQuiggan
ASSESSMENT  FOR  PART 111  GROUPS OF WORKS

· Written Paper Component  (25%)

· Written Paper Two assesses Part 111 works.

· This consists of a two hour essay responding to a question selection provided by IB.

· You will be given TWO essay questions on each genre available for study in Part 111, Groups of Works, and FOUR essay questions of a general nature.

· ONE question only to be answered, based on Part 111 works studied and, if relevant, a Part 11 work of the same genre.

· The essay is written under examination conditions in the examination hall.

· Time allowed is TWO hours for HL and One hour 30 minutes for SL.

· You will not be able to use texts or notes to complete the exam.

· Paper Two will be written in May of Year 13.

PART 1V: SCHOOL’S  FREE  CHOICE

· Three works (Two for SL), originally written in English, are studied.

· These may be chosen from anywhere – no list is required.

· A Fourth Work (Third for SL) representing a World Literature piece, is also studied.

· The WL piece must be from a culture (place) not studied elsewhere in the programme.

· Each work must be by a different author.

· At St Edward’s Part 1V will be taught in Year 12.

ST. EDWARD’S SELECTION OF WORKS FOR PART 1V
NB All books are for HL and SL groups unless specified otherwise
Title



Author


Culture

              Genre


Date

Ceremony
(HL)

Leslie Silko


Native American  
    Novel


1977

Of Mice and Men
          John Steinbeck

American


    Novella


1937

Selected Poems

Robert Frost

American


     Poetry


1874-1963

Selected Poems

Pablo Neruda

Chilean


     Poetry


1904-1973

Themes covered in works:

Ceremony:  Evil: Tradition: Religion: Racism: The Importance of Storytelling: The Destructiveness of Contact Between Cultures: The Necessity of Tradition: The Constant Threat of Drought.

Of Mice and Men:  Realism vs Reality: Alienation and Loneliness: Race and Racism: Class Conflict: Mental Disability: Loyalty: Friendship.

Frost ‘s Poetry:  Certain recurring themes in his poems are: Loneliness: Retreat: Loss: Love: Isolation: Choices: Struggles of Life: Obligations: Youth and Loss of Innocence: Communication: Duty: Rationality vs Imagination: Rural Life vs Urban Life: Alienation: Man in Relation to the Universe: Human Limitation: Ideal vs Actual: Disillusionment: Death: Self-Discovery: Affirmation.

Neruda’s Poetry:  Nature: Love: Human Existence: Politics: Life and Death: Violence in Society: Social Justice: Daily Existence.

Part 1V will be taught by Mr Engwall.

ASSESSMENT  FOR  PART 1V SCHOOL’S FREE CHOICE

· The Individual Oral Presentation assesses Part 1V (15%)

· This consists of a presentation to the class, chosen by the student.

· The topic chosen must be based on a work chosen from a Part 1V text.

· The presentation should last 10-15 minutes.

· Students are free to choose their own topics with a minimum of guidance from the teacher.

· The presentation will be made in Year 12 of the course.

ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS

· In addition to the assessments outlined in the above Parts, there are TWO further assessment requirements. These are:

· World Literature Assignment Two (10%)

-  This must be based on WL works not used in Assignment 1

-  1000 – 1500 words in length

-  A variety of options available: e.g.

-  a)  Comparative Study (1WL work and 1 Language A1 work)

-  b)  Imaginative or Creative Assignment ( 1 WL work, or 1 WL and 1      Language A1 work)

-  c)  Detailed Study (1WL work only).
· NB SL students do not do this assignment

· This assignment will be completed in Year 12 of the course.

· Paper One is the final assessment task and is of 25% value for both HL and SL students.

· Paper 1 is a Commentary based on poetry or another text to which the techniques of literary criticism can be applied.

· There will be TWO unseen texts for commentary

· ONE commentary must be written on ONE of the texts

· HL students will not be given guiding questions – SL will

· This Paper is written under examination conditions in the examination hall in May of Year 13

· HL students will have 2 hours to complete the task – SL 1 hour 30

Mr Thomas will prepare students for this component although all work covered to prepare students for all components of the A1 programme will also be an essential element of the overall preparation for Papers 1 and 2.
OVERALL  ASSESSMENT  OUTLINE

External Assessment  (70%)
· Written Paper Component (50%) 

· Paper 1 – Commentary (25%) - Written exam May Year13

· Paper 2 -  Essay

     (25%) – Written exam May Year 13

· World Literature Assignment(s) (20%) 

· World Literature One (10%) SL (20%) – Completed Year 12

· World Literature Assignment Two (HL only)(10%)-Completed Year 12

Internal Assessment (30%)

· Individual Oral Commentary (15%) – Completed Year 13

· Individual Oral Presentation (15%)  -- Completed Year 12

